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File This One Under

"Nightmare 101"

I

t seems that a New Jersey
firm called Executive Com-
munications Group periodi-
cally confers its Franken-

stein Travel Award for the most
outstandingly monster-of-a-trip.

The latest honoree a few
years ago was is a New
York businessman who,
on a scheduled four-day

business trip to Manila, The
Philippines, survived four earth-
quakes, 3 foot "snow drifts" of
volcanic ash, endless lines at
the American Embassy and
several cancelled and re-sched-
uled flights. When the 400 year
dormant volcano "Mount Pi-
natubo" erupted it closed the
airports, churned the seas into
typhoon-like masses and piled
drifts of volcanic ash every-
where. 

After a two-week wait
(with four earthquakes
in the interim), the trav-
eler finally secured a

seat on the first departing flight.
It was scheduled to leave at
midnight, was rescheduled for 2
AM. and again for 4, 6 and then
10 AM because the 1,000 locals
who had been hired to sweep
away the fallen ash from the tar-
mac couldn't complete the job
on time.

The traveler finally
boarded a 36 hour flight
from Manila to Hawaii to
Las Angeles to Minne-

apolis to Chicago to New York's
La Guardia airport, where he lit-
erally kissed the ground upon
arrival.
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